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?Hssociated Press Writer 

HSTERVILLE, Ksine <P,P) - The Heh Vork Tines is preprred to challenge 

LEGISLATION THAT COULD MAKE IT A CRIME TO PRINT HANES OP U.S. 
INTELLIGENCE AGENTS? THE NEWSPAPER** EXECUTIVE EDITOR SAY* 

Speaking Monday night at Colby College? fl.M. Rosenthal expre^ei 

CONCERN ABOUT A BILL RECENTLY PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND NON IN A SENATE 
COMMITTEE THAT MOULD MAKE IT A CRIME FOR NEWSPAPERS TO PRINT NAMES OF 
FORMER OR PRESENT AGENTS IF THE NEWSPAPERS HAD REASON TO BELIEVE e UCH 
PRINTING WOULD RFFECT INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS. 

He said the BILL hill be enacted and his newsprper hill TEST ITS 

CONSTITUTIONALITY BY SEEKING A DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AGAINST IT IN THF 
COURTS. 

Rosenthal referred to the bill during a speech in wHir H he harmed 

THAT THE NATION’S FREE PRESS IS UNDER ATTACK BY LEGISLATOR AND ’ 
JUDGES. HE RECEIVED COLBY J S ELIJAH PARISH LOVEJOY fiHARD? NAMED IN • 
MEMORY OF A 13TH CENTURY MARTYR TO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 
fi LAN RESTRICTING THE IDENTIFICATION OF INTELLIGENCE AGENTS HOU ! D 
HAVE MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PUBLISH PARTS OF THE WATERGATE STORY " 

BECAUSE SOME OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE SCANDAL HAD CONNECTIONS WITH 
THE Citt? HE SAID. 

It also would have barred the Times from conducting its current 

INVESTIGATION OF THE TRANSFER OF SECRET COMMUNICATIONS MATERIAL AND 

weapons TO Libya because of the involvement of former CIA agents. 

iHERE IS EVERY REASON TO SUSPECT THAT PEOPLE NOW IN THE CIA HAD 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE WHOLE SICKENING BETRRYRL OF AMERICAN INTERESTS?” 

srid Rosenthal. ‘'The sad but important truth is that the intelligence 

OLD SCHOOL TIE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE CONNECTING LINK IN THI C 

OPERATION TO STRENGTHEN THE DICTATOR CALLED A MADMAN BY OU* OWN 
LEADERS.” 

Those who support restrictions on what the press may publish defend 

THEIR POSITION BY SAYIHG THEIR EFFORTS ARE AIMED AT “CAPTAIN NASTY 
FRINGE PUBLICATIONS?” HE SAID. 

“NOH I HAPPEN TO AGREE THAT SOME OF THEIR TARGETS ARE INDEED NASTY 
RND FRINGE? BUT IT IS PRECISELY THE FRINGES - NOT JUST THE CEHTER ~ 

That the First Amendment was designed to protect.” 
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